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Synopsis

(Banjo). With this comprehensive method, you get 25 songs in standard notation and tab, 77
recorded examples, and detailed info from banjo master Fred Sokolow on a host of other topics,
including: the selection, care and feeding of your banjo; tuning; reading tablature; chords;
three-finger rolls; backup licks; playing in any key; picking melody; special effects; different tunings;
music theory; and many more. The audio is accessed online using the unique code inside each
book and can be streamed or downloaded. The audio files include PLAYBACK+, a multi-functional
audio player that allows you to slow down audio without changing pitch, set loop points, change

keys, and pan left or right.
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Customer Reviews

| have been teaching my self the banjo off and on for a few months and have acquired a couple
books. This one is very well organized. The Complete Idiots Guide is great for the initial phase of
getting your feet wet with basic roles, licks, tuning etc... This book only has a couple pages for that
then dives right into some fundamentals for playing backup. | think it does as good a job as any
other publication in this genre of laying a solid foundation to play along other pickers. There is
enough theory to give you the tools to really blend in with other players or build your own sound.
The cd is great for checking yourself and learning the timing of licks and runs. This book feeds you
great relevant information in a methodical, purposeful and digestible sequence.l would recommend

it to any beginner or intermediate student looking to improve their skills. Good price for a book CD



combo.

| have a book about acoustic blues guitar and | learned a lot from it. When | saw that Fred had one
for banjo then it was a no-brainer. As | said about the Janet Davis book...you can teach yourself if
you have help from material like this. Great book and plenty of practice ideas and complete set of

rolls needed.

This book is very comprehensive, including music theory, notes and tab, as well as a CD that helps

hear what the rolls and strumming patterns are supposed to sound like. A worthwhile investment.

Excellent book for learning bluegrass banjo. It's very easy to follow. | like the sequence of the
presentation and also like the fact that the music is shown above the tabs, a rarity with most banjo

instruction books.

| got a Banjo this past father’'s day and this book has been awesome. With the accompanying CD,
you can progress at your own pace through learning chords, picking rolls, hammering-on, pulling off
and playing up the neck. It explains barre chords and chord formations in a really
easy-to-understand way and also includes a section on taking care of your banjo. I'm not in any
danger of channeling Earl Scruggs anytime soon, but this book has done a lot to give me some

good foundational understanding of playing 5-string banjo. Highly recommended for beginners.

Freds teaching is always simple and straight forward. I've found his books and DVDs to work well
with my less than virtuistic skills. This is an excellent Banjo tutor for the beginner."The complete

bluegrass banjo method"

| could identify his arrangements from anyone’s. If you are over the beginner’s stage of playing the
banjo, this book furnished some really great, up-the-neck arrangements of tunes you have probably

already learned in the open position. It's a great supplement to any book you already have!

Good tabs for bluegrass banjo
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